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On the evening of August 20, official statements by the Brazilian government indicated that 241
persons had been arrested throughout the country during the first day of a general strike. Union
leaders reportedly initiated a series of "analyses" of the results of the strike on the following day,
and organized partial work stoppages in several locations. A newspaper released on the evening
of August 23 by strike leaders pertaining to the Central Unica dos Trabalhadores and the Central
Geral de Trabalhadores (CUT-CGT) emphasized the necessity of the strike, and criticized the
government's response to the same. The country's major newspapers based in Sao Paulo and Rio
de Janeiro described the strike as a failure, stating that it served only to exacerbate divisions among
rank and file workers. Justice Minister Paulo Brossard was quoted as saying that "in reality, there
was no strike." Interim President Ulysses Guimaraes commented that the strike had not "attained its
objectives." (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 08/24/87)
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